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}?rumlse on Backfire ‘Part of Tre.lty’

Kosygm Renews Piedﬂfe on Bomber

By Kevm Klose o
. Washinnon Post Porelgn Service. -

" MOSCOW, Aug. 30—Soviet premer

Alexei Kosygin has given what vxslt- .

ing U.S senators see as strong new ag—
surances that the Kremlin considers
President Leonid- -Brezhnev's- pledge
restrmting its supersonic Backfn-e

hombers. a3 part:of the SALT II ac- ;.

cord to have.the bmdlng force - of a
tréaty commitment.. , ;

Kosygln accordlng to those present
told the six-Americans today during a
Kremlin' meeting that the Soviets con-
sider Brezhnev’s pledged limitation to .

bean integral part of the new strate- :

- gic arms. limitation: treaty, and if any

‘of the restrictions on combat roles or

econstruction rate are. violated, it. must.

be considered a du‘eet treaty v1ola- 3

dom

The premier reportedly showed sur- )

‘prise that the U.S. delegation, headed
by Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Del), .would
question. .. the - Backfire assurances
Brezhney made to President Carter in

" June at the Vienna summit, where the ; ing for ‘Washington via London.

arms treaty was.signed.

The assurances. consisted of; an un-«

signed written statement restricting -
- the jet-bomber’s range below. inter--
~continental- striking- distances—and an.
“oral pledge to Carter that not more-
:. than 30 planes a year will be produced,

Biden said Kosygin retorted, “Why
ask me this question? It's part of the:
* treaty: The Soviet Union has made a-.

treaty, the world X¥nows it, the Western; -

press knows:-it.. You can- ask the peo-;

v1rtua11y nothmg about possible Sen-:
" ate treaty modiﬂcations or; “clarifica- -

tions” that . could limit - sharply the |

provisions. .

Biden- has. lnterpreted thl Llence
. as tacitx Soviet acceptance of: Senate
- modifications of the- complex . treaty.
- package,” short of" gutright . amend-;
ment..In: June-at the- summxt\ Brezhs .
' nev warned” of - grave- world “gonse-
quences:if the treaty was not. accepted.
as signed -hy - the twa . presidents.
Later, Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei
; Gromyko issued a similar warning,
While Biden said he was satisfied
- that Kosygin’s statements.. on .the-
i Brezhnev Backfire pledges-place the
Kremlin - unmistakably s behind- its

leader, the other senators were sub< | the]

stantially more cautious: in’ assessmg
‘- the meaning of Kosygin’s' assertions.,
“After-the conversation :with’ Kosy-- :
gin,” said Biden, a ‘treaty supporter;:
“I have no concern about Backfire.
He and the other lawmakers held -a

. press conference here prior to depart- 3

But Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.). ex- *

"pressed dismay that the Soviets had |-

not produced a Specific written assur- ‘
ance acknowledging Brezhnev’s oral
pledge on Backfire production limits.
The senators: did not seek specifically
“such a written backup from Kosygm,
- but instead they sought it from senior-
officials ranking below Brezhnev with
whom they conducted most of theu'
three days of talks e P

“It was not’ forthcommg » Levi:.t as-

pre51dent’s observance~ of some of 1ts -

“ ments and renewed treaty hargaining..
- Kosygin disagreed, Lugar said, adding
" that “those who pursue these thmgs
»would bear a heavy respongsibility in a-

" gic arms limitatién ‘round,” SALT III,:

i

- nyenko

‘ple in. the street! If' we build: more - Serted.. He "said the Soviet ~”refusal
than 30 Backfires, we violateé. the . makes.“not only likely, but needed,”
treaty.” . % Senate. clarification; that any. Backfire
The Brezhnev Backﬁle pledge, are pIedge violation 15' groands: for- U. S i
_among the major treaty issues. thati 2br ogation of the entire SALT IL .5
"have sparked opposition within the- . Several in:the group-said the- Sovi-

Senate, which will soon be debating: ets indicated-they could live with such .]

-the accord “A-ratification vote i3 ex-
. pected early this winter.

4 Seng
- tiati

% clamficatmns but " would reject. any
te amendments'requiring renego-
of the treaty. Levin said the .

Kosygin’s views as reported b 'ehe
senators are seen herepas a S}(’)vxet. Soviets ignored his argument that a-

leadership attempt to find a reassur-: Written Backfire pledge confirmation
ing public stance on the treaty to im-. ¢ould help-ratification chances in the’
prove its. chances of passage. Kosygin ; Senate and:would not harmr Kremlin -

and senior Soviet officials have said interests—since the commitments al- -
ready had been’ made. The riecessary.

two-thirds 'majority has. not emerged ¢
in the Senate and Carter faces a stiff -
ﬂght for approval.

~Sen.. David -Boren (D- Okla) whnle
asserting he - remains undecided on
ratification, said he has “no doubt” af-
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the Soviets seek superiority over the
U.S. in.conventional  arms, -tactical
‘theater weapons and  counter- force
“strength, and that- America -“must
take action to insurer equality” in |
these areas with the Soviets. |
- "Sen. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) said Ko-

ygin specifically rebuked him. when
the senator -pressed his view . that
greater. -verification of -the treaty is-
needed, which: could require amend-

global sense.” Lugar said:he is “less
optimistic” than Biden that the Sovi-
ets will ‘accept without.objection any
Senate clarifications or medifications
short of outright amendment whxclt
they are hkely to reJect. T

P, JAS o

The senators.said about halg- the
-talks were, devoted.to..the fiext strate-

with both sides agreeirig they must
deal with deep cuts in thelr force lav-
els.

In other matters, Bxden said, he me?
privately with senior Foreign Ministry
official Georgyi Kornyenko to discuss
last weekend’s Kennedy Airport dis-:
pute ‘on Bolsoi ballerina Tudmilla:
Viasova. The : two meén - disagreed:
sharply, he said, on the handling of!

.- the situation, but the dlsagreement*

dld not affect subsequent talks.

The senators also gave Kornyenko a'
letter they signed to be delivered to;
Brezhnev raising. 79 human- nghtsi
cases, with' the -Soviet leader. Kor-l
“accepted.: the 1ette1;+ sfa'i
_cxously," Biden saxq
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